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Custom kitchen, new foyer reflect
empty-nesters’ emerging requirements

m Staying within the
existing footprint of
18-year-old home,
Foster Remodeling
achieves a sweeping
first-level upgrade

By JouN BYRD
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY TIMES

Kevin and Priscilla Kelleher
have occupied their 5,200-square-
foot Springfield home since 1992
when they bought it new. At the
time, the builder provided an ar-
ray of finish work choices. The
couple selected the Corian kitchen
counter surfaces, a food prepara-
tion island of their preferred size
and style. The flooring, cabinet-
facings, window styles were all a
testament to personal taste.

Situated on nearly an acre that
backs into the woods, this is the
spacious home where the couple
raised two daughters who have
subsequently fled the nest.

But 18 years is a long time
to regularly inhabit the same
floor plan, staring the same un-
yielding look.

“It was when the appliances
started failing that we thought
seriously about remodeling our
kitchen,” says Kevin, who retired
from the Army several years ago
and now works in government.
“My wife eventually decided she
really didn’t like the Corian coun-
tertops. There was a wasted space
and dead corners; yet not enough
storage. We also wanted more
natural light, and better views of
our pretty, wooded setting.”

Of course, such observations
typically describe the beginning
of a process that entails much re-
search and a regime of decisions.
But, more importantly: where
does one turn for ideas that will
give definition and focus to a col-
lage of emerging preferences, im-
ages, and wish-lists?

Kelleher turned to David Fos-
ter, Certified Remodeler.

Foster, president of Foster
Remodeling Solutions in Lor-
ton, had finished the Kellehers’
1,500-square foot-basement in
2003. The positive experience
had left the couple with the sense
that they had found their “go-to”

Dory Clemens at Foster Remodeling Solutions executed a comprehensive kitchen upgrade
in an 18-year-old Springfield home while staying entirely within the footprint of the exist-
ing production house plan. To create light and visual continuum, a small casement window
was replaced with a divided-light picture window. The food prep island and two-seat din-
ing counter is positioned to support work triangles in three directions.

guy for home improvements; bet-
ter yet, Foster’s process had actu-
ally gotten easier to apply in the
intervening years.

“15 years ago, we were offered
sketches of designs for the lower
level,” Kelleher observes. “Today,
Foster’s designers model three-
dimensional space on CADD sys-
tem software. This allows you to
instantly assess different views of
the room you’re remodeling so you
can clearly visualize how each per-
spective will affect the whole. It’s a
great tool for space planning.”

This visualization, combined
with a wholly new interior design
scheme, was exactly kind of the
improvements the Kellehers were
seeking.

In fact, the footprint of the
kitchen, breakfast nook, family
room, foyer and, even, the grand
stairs at the entrance retain their
existing measurements down to
the centimeter. It’s only the po-
sitioning of key components,
their design, their storage capac-
ity and their aesthetics that have
changed... and dramatically.

“Inches really count when
your renovating a kitchen floor

The 5'9"-by-36" food prep island includes a microwave
drawer and custom-designed storage compartments.
Kitchen surfaces are Cambria Berwin quartz finished with
an OGE edge.
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plan,” says Dory Clemens, the
Foster architect who designed the
project. “This was largely about
making better use of existing
space while introducing a whole
new interior design style.”

For instance:

* Removing a mostly unused
desk built into an interior wall
elevation and shortening the
wall by nine inches freed up
32 square feet of floor space,
allowing designers to nearly
double the size of the kitchen’s
food prep island and dining
counter.

= Space-wasting counter sur-
faces on two walls were
replaced with a curvilinear de-
sign that emphasizes the new
plan’s easy-flowing circula-
tion. Wider, taller (42-inch)
cabinets increased storage
capacity by 40 percent.

= A seldom-opened casement
window was replaced with a
4.5’-by-4.5’ divided light pic-
ture window that dramatically
improves available light while
offering spot-on views of the
leafy backyard.
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Clemens created an eye-catching visual rhythm by combining gray (genesi) and white
(bianco) quintessenza mosaic backsplashes with more traditional raised-panel cabinet
facings. The backlit glass-facing cabinets were designed to display collectibles.
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Active and engaged, forever curious and living life to the
fullest. These are the remarkable people of Westminster at
Lake Ridge. Here is a community dedicated to fostering a
dynamic lifestyle where every day promises an opportunity
to expand your interests or discover new talents—all with the
security that comes with quality on-site health services.

Now accepting wait list deposits.
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resource for porcelain flooring with a wood grain finish. The
wood pattern is ink-jetted into the tile, which offers the
warmth of the traditional look with much greater durability.
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Gradually, the kitchen’s inte-
rior design evolved into a transi-
tional-style scheme emphasizing
contrasting lights and darks.

To create greater visual cohe-
sion to first-level living spaces,
the wood flooring in the foyer
and the white mosaic tiles in
the kitchen were replaced with a
wood grain porcelain tiling im-
ported from Italy.

A comparatively new flooring
material, the wood pattern is ink-
jetted into the tile, offering the
warmth of wood - but with much
greater durability.

Meanwhile, ceilings and
cabinet facings are bright white,
and the wall is a color that West
Pointer Kelleher describes as
“Cadet Grey.” Throughout, the
play of lights and darks is further
developed, like three-dimension
checker board.

The island base is a resonant
walnut-color; the quartz surfaces
are vanilla-hued Cambria Berwin
finished with an OGE edge.

To create visual rhythm, Cle-
mens designed a quintessenza
backsplash that combines gray
(genesei) with white (bianco).
The traditional raised-panel cabi-
net facings, in turn, lend a crisp
linearity amid muted tones.

In the foyer, the game of con-
trast continues. The staircase bal-
ustrade and all risers and treads
are bright white, but there are
now black iron spindles where
there had been wooden versions.

Since the staircase and liv-
ing room rise two levels, the
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Kellehers wanted to reduce to
monotonous crush of white walls
disappearing up into a distant
ceiling.

“We wanted more definition
around the stairway, and in what
one generally sees looking up in
a big room.”

To this request, Clemens
introduced a shadow box effect
by adding white picture frame
molding to walls that have been
re-painted grey. While its formal-
ity vaguely recalls 19th Century
decorum, it fundamentally pro-
vides a much better definition of
the planes, angles and forms that
tend to get washed-out in a solidly
white wall treatment.

“The pattern draws your
eyes up,” says Kelleher, “which
makes the space feel more pro-
portional and balanced.” He
adds: “Foster’s lead carpenter,
Brian, is really a master at this
kind of detailing. It’s hard to see
how anyone else could have done
as well.”

Foster Remodeling Solutions,
a full-service remodeler, main-
tains a 3,270-square-foot Design
and Selection showroom at their
headquarters in Lorton. For in-
formation call (703) 550-1371.
On Oct. 4, Dory Clemens will be
leading a seminar on “Kitchen and
Bath Design.” For information,
visit http://www.fosterremodel-
ing.com/remodeling-resources/
seminars-and-sign-up/.

John Byrd has been writing
about home improvement for
30 years. He can be reached
at (703) 715-8006, www.
HomeFrontsNews.com or
byrdmatx@gmail.com.
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FAMILY FUN ZONE!

Not Your Average Joe's

Carrabba's Italian Grill

Choolaah Indian BBQ
Greenfare Organic Cafe
Gregorio's Trattoria
Guapo's Rotissarie Chicken

Hen Penny

FREE
PARKING
Friday & Saturday

Lisa's Lemonade & More

M&S Grill

Udon Food and Drinks

McCormick & Schmick's Seafood Restaurant

Wine ‘n Dine
Saturday, 12 - 8pm

ants (to date)

Robeks Fruit Smoothies

Tavern64 Regional Kitchen
The Melting Pot Reston

Family Fun Zone!the)v

Saturday, 12 - 8pm

THE TOP TEN SALES IN FAIRFAX COUNTY

MCLEAN MCLEAN RESTON

VIENNA VIENNA
7001 SOUTHRIDGE DR, 1302 SCOTTS RUN RD, 8317 COTTAGE ST, 924 HILLCREST DR SW, 12201 NUTMEG LN,
MCLEAN, VA 22101 MCLEAN, VA 22102 VIENNA, VA 22180 VIENNA, VA 22180. RESTON, VA 20191
$822,500 $1,786,000 $588,750 $1,420,000 $359,950
4 bed, 3 bath 7 bed, 6 bath 4 bed, 2 bath 5 bed, 5 bath 3 bed, 2 bath
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RESTON

FAIRFA FAIRFAX CENTREVILLE CENTREVILLE
10864 HUNTER GATEWAY, 10832 WOODHAVEN DRE, 4629 CAPRINO CT, 13920 CRISTO CT, 5133 PLEASANT FOREST DR,
RESTON, VA 20194 FAIRFAX, VA 22030 FAIRFAX, VA 22032 CENTREVILLE, VA 20120 CENTREVILLE, VA 20120
$873,000 $395,000 $951,155 $520,000 $975,000
5bed, 3 bath 3 bed, 1 bath 5bed, 4 bath 3 bed, 3 bath 5bed, 5 bath
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AFTER: Owners Kevin and Priscilla Kelleher wanted a
transitional-style interior emphasizing contrasting lights
and darks. The wooden staircase spindles were replaced
with black wrought iron elements; staircase treads and
risers were painted white.
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AFTER: Clemens designed a picture frame molding to add depth
and visual drama to the home's formerly non-descript foyer.
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CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Enjoy FREE weekend performances
and many more special events all summer long!

Reston Concerts on the Town — 27th Season
Saturdays, June 3 through August 26

7:30 -10 pm

Reston Town Center Pavilion
restontowncenter.com/concerts

Family Fun Entertainment Series
Saturdays, June 17 through August 5

10 - 10:45 am

Reston Town Square Park
restoncommunitycenter.com/ffe

Sunday Art in the Park

with Shenandoah Conservatory
Sundays, June 18 through August 13
7-8pm

Reston Town Square Park
restoncommunitycenter.com/sundays

Mom's Momo
Mon Ami Gabi

Paradise Ice Cream
Pitango Gelato

RESTON

TOWN CENTERE

Rocoto Gourmet

The Zone
Vinifera Bistro
restontowncenter.com/events

Reston Town Center continues its commitment for community
events and free entertainment all year long.
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Tickets on sale at www.RestonTaste.com
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